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The Performance in Public Spaces Working Group of the International Federation for Theatre Research invites proposals focusing on the 
theme ‘Presenting the Theatrical Past’ for our forthcoming meeting at the conference in Stockholm, in June 2016. Next year’s meeting will 
develop themes around the relationship between theatre history and the presence and evolution of performances in public spaces. After 
the great experience in Hyderabad, we keep on encouraging a variety of contributions, not limited to the presentation of papers but also 
to include group work, on-site tours and collaboration with local practitioners and academics. Of course, this is not intended to be an 
exhaustive demarcation of activity but rather to stimulate the potential participants to submit proposals that engage with the public space 
through innovative formats and might add diversity to the group meetings.  

Hence, we seek to explore how performances in public spaces have transformed and interrogated history and conversely how historical 
artifacts, documents and locations help us to reconceptualize public spaces in the past. In this regard, we welcome proposals that seek to 
explore the following topics: 

 

Archiving the public space 

• Re-enacting the public space through documentation 

• Oral history and the production of the public space 

• The interrogation of the public space through technology 

 

Re-negotiating the historical past 

• Practices that reconfigure the past 

• Forms of remembrance and interaction with the past 

• Decolonizing practices 

• Cultural heritage and its implied politics 

 

Performances as historical landmarks 
• Crisis and trauma in the public space 

• Riots, migrations and revolutions 

• Auralities of the past/ Ghosting performances 

 

 

Application Process 
 

• Abstracts for written or practical proposals should be between 250 and 300 words. The group’s working language is English.  
• Abstracts are due no later than 31 January 2016. Please note that for those members who wish to be considered for 

an IFTR bursary, the deadline is 1st December 2015.  
• Notice on acceptance will be given by February 2015. 
• Abstracts should be submitted through the IFTR’s online system, managed by Cambridge Journals. Please 

visit http://www.iftr2015hyd.in/call-for-papers/  

Please note that accepted abstracts will be published in the Congress’s Abstracts Book. Additional information such as the form the 
proposed submission will take, or information about available dates, should be included on the online form under ‘Equipment required.’ 
Should this prove insufficient, additional information should be emailed to ebelvis.pons@gmail.com or delmenic@grinnell.edu before the 
31st January deadline.  
All questions or concerns should be sent to the group’s conveners, Lesley Delmenico (Grinnell College) and Esther Belvis Pons (Artea) 
at delmenic@grinnell.edu / ebelvis.pons@gmail.com. 
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